
Motion from Glasgow North East Region 
Explanatory Notes 

In the last decade, there has been a significant shift in the view and practice of marriage 
both in society and under the law. 

It has now been four years since our Church was first invited to respond to the Scottish 
Government’s proposal to legislate for marriage equality. We were invited to respond to 
each of the three public consultations that took place during the Parliamentary process, 
and at each stage, without engaging in whole Church conversation, a response was 
made by the provincial Faith and Order Board. 

At our General Synod in 2013, it was announced that a design group would be set up to 
consider how it would be best for us as a Church to have a conversation about issues 
surrounding same-sex relationships. The work of the design group led to the Cascade 
Conversations, which have been taking place over the last year. We were told many times 
during this process that no decision could be made about how the Scottish Episcopal 
Church would deal with same-sex marriage until the Cascade Conversations had 
concluded. 

The practice of marriage equality in Scotland is now well underway. In the meantime, the 
Church has appeared to be standing still. We are a Church of diverse views on this as 
well as on other matters, but our seeming inability to move on in this debate has become 
a source of worry and frustration for those on all sides of it.   

Guidance on this subject was produced recently and sent by email to clergy and lay 
readers by the College of Bishops stating the following: 

• that clergy in the Scottish Episcopal Church are not legally authorised to solemnise 
same-sex marriages and that those who try to do so will be committing a criminal 
offence (as per the Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Act), 

• that marriage liturgies may not be adapted for use in the blessing of same-sex 
marriages or civil partnerships; and that any blessings should take place outwith 
the pattern of normal services, 

• that clergy and lay readers are expected not to enter into a same-sex marriage, 

• that ordinands and candidates for lay readership will be putting their candidacy at 
risk if they enter into a same-sex marriage. 

At present, these guidelines represent and are seen as the official position of the Church.  
However, this guidance has not been published widely eg. it is not to be found on the 
provincial web site and the guidance on the website for couples seeking marriage does 
not make clear that same-sex couples cannot be married in the SEC. 

They have obvious implications for the pastoral and sacramental responses that can be 
given to couples seeking marriage. They also seek to dictate and limit the personal 
relationships of those working within the Church, and to do so by threatening their careers 
and livelihoods. They do not offer any pastoral response to those who are personally 
affected by them, or any pastoral guidance for those who are seeking to respond to their 



charges. It is our view that they are enormously damaging to the public image of the 
Church and to our moral stance within wider society. 

It has long been the view of this Church that the solemnisation of any marriage is a matter 
of religious conscience, for example, in the matter of the marriage of divorced persons. 
This approach is currently not possible. It is the unanimous view of North East Regional 
Council that this should be rectified through an appropriate change in Canon Law, and 
that this is a matter of urgency. 

In asking this Synod to recommend such a step to General Synod, we seek to protect the 
religious conscience of all members of this Church. We seek a change in Canon Law that 
will enable those who wish to solemnise marriages for same-sex couples to do so, that 
will continue to recognise the views of those who wish only to solemnise marriages for 
opposite-sex couples, and that will allow all in the Church to conduct their personal lives 
with integrity.  


